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ERIC GAY Associated Press 


PASTOR Frank Pomeroy of the First Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, Texas, and his wife, Sherri, at a 
news conference. Their daughter Annabelle, 14, was among the 26 people killed Sunday in the church shooting. 


Bad guy was armed; 
so was the good guy 


Texas rampage stirs both sides of gun control debate 


By MATT PEARCE, 
JOHN SAVAGE 
AND NINA AGRAWAL 


SUTHERLAND 
SPRINGS, Texas — The 
killer wore a bulletproof vest 
and a mask with a white 
skull on it. 

Devin P. Kelley had a his- 
tory of domestic violence on 
his military record that 
should have barred him 
from owning guns, but he 
was armed with a 5.56-milli- 
meter Ruger semiautomatic 
rifle that he was allowed to 
buy because of a bureau- 
cratic error by the Air Force. 

By contrast, his adver- 
sary, Stephen Willeford, was 
barefoot. 

Willeford was at home 
Sunday in Sutherland 

[See Guns, A7] 


How the Texas 


shooting unfolded 


Gunman Devin P. Kelley, 26, is — 


seen at a Sutherland Springs 


gas station before the shooting. 


After parking on 4th Street, 


Kelley opens fire outside and —— amm 


inside First Baptist Church with 


an AR-15-style assault rifle. 


A man who lives next door to 


the church opens fire on Kelley, 


hitting him twice. Kelley drives 
off, pursued by the neighbor 
and a bystander. Kelley’s SUV 
crashes, and he is found dead 
from a self-inflicted gunshot. 


Sources: Times reporting, Google Earth, 
MapZen, OpenStreetMap. 
Graphics reporting by JOHN SAVAGE 


A buffer against 
‘Trump develops 
on West Coast 


Democrats aim to add 
Washington state to 
the wall of resistance. 


By MARK Z. BARABAK 


REDMOND, Wash. — 
One year ago, Manka 
Dhingra was preparing for a 
celebration, a gathering of 
family and friends to mark 
Hillary Clinton’s election as 
the nation’s first woman 
president. 

Today, she is bearing the 
hopes and dreams of Demo- 
crats crushed by Clinton’s 
loss and trying to help the 
party pull itself from a deep 
hole. 

A state Senate race pit- 


ting two campaign novices 
in the upscale suburbs east 
of Seattle has turned into a 
major battle between the 
two national parties, becom- 
ing the costliest legislative 
contest in state history and 
serving as a test of the 
Trump effect far from the 
other Washington. 

At stake is control of the 
state Capitol in Olympia. 
Democrats, who run the 
governments in California 
and Oregon, hope to build a 
blue wall of resistance the 
length ofthe West Coast and 
get a shot of momentum 
ahead of 2018 by extending 
their legislative winning 
streak under Trump. 

The election Tuesday “is 
an awakening” for activists 

[See Resistance, A12] 


In Argentina, 

a solemn return 
The bodies of five former 
classmates killed ina 
terrorist attack ona 
bike path in New York 
arrive home. WORLD, A3 


Weather 
Sunny and mild. 
L.A. Basin: 73/57 B6 


Saudi prince has 
been a Disney ally 


Alwaleed bin Talal, said 
to be among those ar- 
rested, was a longtime 
investor. BUSINESS, Ci 
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Nicaraguan 
immigrants’ 
protected 
status to end 


Homeland Security 
decision could lead to 
deportations. A ruling 
on Hondurans and 
others is deferred. 


By JOSEPH TANFANI 
AND CINDY CARCAMO 


WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration said 
Monday it would end a spe- 
cial program that for years 
had protected more than 
5,000 Nicaraguans against 
deportation, but stopped 
short of ending similar pro- 
tections for immigrants 
from Hondurans or other 
countries. 

While the announcement 
means that the Nicaraguans 
who now enjoy so-called 
temporary protected status, 
or TPS, will become vulnera- 
ble to deportation in roughly 
14 months, the decision was 
less severe than feared by 
immigration advocates. 

Not only did the adminis- 
tration defer a decision on 
the status of some 86,000 
Honduran immigrants, but 
officials from the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security 
said the administration 
would support action by 
Congress to find a perma- 
nent solution that could al- 
low them and other pro- 
tected migrants to stay. 

“The administration 
would support Congress’ ef- 
fort to find such a solution,” 
said a senior department of- 
ficial who spoke to reporters 
on the condition of anonym- 
ity, as required by adminis- 
tration ground rules. 

The administration had 
a deadline Monday on 
whether to extend protec- 
tions for Nicaraguans and 
Hondurans, which were set 
to expire in January. Many 
have lived in the U.S. for 
years, some as long as two 
decades. The largest com- 
munities are in Southern 
California and Texas. 

Elaine Duke, acting sec- 
retary of Homeland Securi- 
ty, determined that condi- 
tions in Nicaragua had im- 


ANDREW HARNIK Associated Press 


AT A TIME when his approval ratings in the U.S. are low, President Trump is 
enjoying ceremonial extravagance in Japan, including a gold-emblazoned hat. 


U.S. leader, diminished 
at home, is feted in Asia 


By JONATHAN KAIMAN 
AND NOAH BIERMAN 


BEIJING — President 
Obama made his last trip to 
Asia, in September 2016, 
from a position of relative 
strength. His approval rat- 
ings were reliably high, both 
at home and abroad. He 
deepened collaboration 
with China on climate 
change, doubled American 


aid to Laos, and lifted an 
arms embargo on Vietnam. 

But in terms of decorum, 
the trip was a disaster. When 
Obama arrived in China, no 
staircase awaited Air Force 
One, causing a flurry of em- 
barrassed confusion. He 
canceled a meeting with 
Philippine President Rod- 
rigo Duterte after the 
strongman disparaged him 
profanely. 

As President Trump be- 


gins a 12-day, five-country 
trip to Asia, his situation is 
essentially flipped. Trump 
arrived in Japan on Sunday 
as a diminished figure at 
home — legislative setbacks 
are piling up, his approval 
ratings are historically low, 
and his campaign is under 
investigation on suspicion of 
colluding with Russia. Ac- 
cording to the Pew Research 
Center, the U.S. presidency’s 

[See Trump, A4] 


proved enough to justify 
sending migrants from that 
country back. They will have 
until January 2019 to leave, 
the senior official said. But 
Duke decided she still 
needed more information on 
Honduras, the official said. 
She extended the temporary 
status for Hondurans for at 
least six months, through 
July 5. 

The Honduran govern- 
ment had appealed for more 
time, which the Nicaraguan 
government did not do, the 
senior official added. 

Trump administration 
officials have been signaling 
their desire to end the pro- 
tections, arguing that a pro- 
gram that started almost 

[See Immigrants, A8] 


Getty Images for TechCrunch 


STATE-controlled en- 
tities backed Yuri Mil- 
ner’s early investments 
in Facebook and Twitter. 


Russia 
tied to 
funding 
for tech 
giants 


By JAMES F. PELTZ 
AND TRACEY LIEN 


Russian billionaire Yuri 
Milner gained fame and 
wealth as an early backer of 
Facebook Inc., Twitter Inc. 
and other Silicon Valley 
start-ups. 

Called “Russia’s most in- 
fluential tech investor” by 
Forbes, Milner has part- 
nered with Facebook Chair- 
man Mark Zuckerberg in sci- 
entific philanthropy, formed 
a spacecraft initiative with 
famed physicist Stephen 
Hawking, and bought one of 
the most expensive homes in 
the U.S. 

But now the technology 
investments that brought 
him riches have come under 
heightened scrutiny amid 
inquiries into possible Rus- 
sian meddling in last year’s 
presidential election. 

Leaked documents 
known as the Paradise Pa- 
pers showed that Milner’s 
Facebook investment, ar- 
ranged by his investment 
firm DST Global, received fi- 
nancing from a subsidiary of 
the Kremlin-controlled en- 
ergy giant Gazprom. 

They also showed that 
Milner’s Twitter investment 
had backing from VTB, a 
Russian state-controlled 
bank among the entities 
placed under U.S. sanctions 
since 2014 for Russia’s an- 
nexation of Crimea and its 


incursions in eastern 
Ukraine. 
The revelations were 


reported by the Interna- 
tional Consortium of Inves- 
tigative Journalists, which 
along with 95 media part- 

[See Milner, A9] 


